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In the name of Allah the Merdfui 
the Compassionate 


INTRODUCTION 


There are two main sources for an understanding of 
Islam: the Holy Qur"an and the collections of the recorded 
words, actions and sanctions of the Prophet Muhammad 
which make up the sunna and which are normally referred 
to as Hadith. 

As the Holy Qur’an is the word of Allah it must be 
strictiy foiIowed; in the same way the teachings contained 
in the Prophet's sunna must be observed by all who profess 
to be Muslims» for about them the Holy Qur an says: “And 
whatsoever the Messenger giveth you, take it And what- 
soever he forbiddeth, abstain (from it).’ 1 

Thus the sunna, in the form of Hadith, is complemen- 
tary to the Holy Book itse)f: it helps to explain and clarify 
the Holy Qur’an and to present practical applications of its 
teaehings. Without a study of Hadith a Muslim's know- 
ledge of his faith remains incomplete, and without it the 
non-Musiim is unable to form a true picture of the Islamic 
faith and its fundamental spiritual, moral, legislative, and 
cultural principles. 

Previous traiulatMms of Hadith into Englph 

Whtle many attempts have been made to render the mean- 
ings of the Holy Qur'an into EngSish, much less attention 
has been given to the Hadith of the Prophet Mu(iammad. 
Apart from various short selections of Hadith that have 
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appeared in English translation in variou$ parts of the Isla- 
mic world, notably in Pakistan and India, the fol!owing 
are, to the best of the translators’ knowledge, the most im- 
portant attempts: 

1* A translation of Mishkat ai-Ma$abTb, a selection com- 
pited by WaE ad-Dtn Muhammad ibn ‘Abdullah aMChatib 
at-Tabria (died 737 A.H.), undertaken by A.N. Matthews. 
The translation appeared in two volumes (Calcutta 1809/ 
10); it has long been out of print and eopies of it are scarce. 
Some of the Hadith included in the Mishkat do not appear 
in the translation. 

2. Another translation of Mishkat al-Ma§abTh entitled *The 
Hadis’, undertaken by Al-Haj Maulana Fazlul Karim. It 
appeared in four volumes (Calcutta 1938), together with 
the Arabic text. The translator has taken some liberties in 
the arrangement of the text and has added to it certain 
other selections of Hadith taken from al-Ghazair$ ihyS* 
‘ulum ad-DTn\ The translation does nevertheless inctude 
the oomptete contents of the Mishkat and retains its gene- 
ral form. 

3. A part of the $ahlb of al-Bukhari undertaken by the 
Austrian Muslim, Mubammad Asad, together with the 
Arabic text The translation began appearing in sections in 
Lahore ln 1938 and was unhappily discontinued 

4. A new and complete translation of Mishkat al-Ma$ab!b 
made by Dr. James Robson, Profes$or of Arabic at Man- 
chester University, in four volumes (Lahore 1965, and re- 
printed in 1973). 

5. A complete translation of Muslim's ^a^ih made by ‘Ab* 
dul HamTd $iddfqT, which has appeared in four volumes 
(Lahore 1973). 

6. A new translation of al-BukhaiTs 5abH?, which has be- 
gun to appear under the imprint of the Islamic University 
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in Mcdina and is bcing undcrtaken by Dr. Muhammad 
Muljsin JChan. Thc translation will be in four volumes 
and indudes the Arabic text 

While these translations go some way towards pro 
viding satisfactoiy rendcrings in Bnglish of the Prophet’s 
stmm, they do inevitably contain the occasional short- 
coming both in a proper understanding of the Arabic text 
and in providing an Bnglish rendering that is faithful to 
the original and linguisticaily acceptable. The preseni 
translators thus believc that there is still scope for further 
attempts in this iteEd. 

A method of tmdatioa 


Translation is al best a diHlcult task» espedally from lan- 
guages m different in grammar» syntax and cultural back- 
ground as Arabic and English. The dilTtcuIties are further 
increased when the task to hand is that of rendering into 
English a rdigious work such as the present one. In trans- 
lating the Hadith of the Prophet it is clearly necessary that 
the translator be possessed of such a breadth and depth of 
knowledge of the Arabic and English ianguages, together 
with a full understanding of the Islamic faith in all its 
aspects, as are most unlikely to be found in a single person. 
Recognising this fact, it was fclt that the obvious solution 
was for sudi translations to be undertaken by two persons 
working in dose collaboration; two persons whose aca- 
demic backgrounds would both overlap and complement 
each other. The translation of the prescnt small vo!ume of 
Hadith has been undertaken by a procedure of work in 
which each transiator has his own particular role and at the 
same time acts as a check on the other. 

The ehoice of an-NawawTs ‘Porty Hadith', selected 
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by Imam Yahya ibn SharaT ad-Dih an-NawawT (died 676 
A.H.) as the first work on which to try out this method was 
dictated by the fact that since its compilation in the 1 3th 
century A.D. this collection has enjoyed widespread accep- 
tance by Muslims a$ a work.that f despite its modest size, 
incorporates a comprehensive selection of well-authentica- 
ted Hadith on the most important aspects of religious 
knowledge. 

The translators hope to follow up the present volume 
with a Turther and more comprehensive book of Hadith, 
also compiled by the Imam an-Nawaw7, entitled Riya<? a§- 
§ahfym ( 4 The Gardens of the Godly 1 ). 

Some points about the translation 

1. ) Where a Hadith includes a verse from the Holy Qur’an 
the translators have used the translation of the English 
Muslim, Marmaduke Pickthail, from his ‘The Meaning of 
the Glorious Koran’. 

2. ) Every care has been taken to ensure the accuracy of the 
translation. In instances where a freer rendering would 
have sounded more effective, we have sacrificed effect for 
accuracy. Where a literal translation was unacccptable and 
we havf felt obliged to add words to the translation, such 
words have been enclosed in square brackets. 

1.) It will be found that certain Arabic words which are of 
a reiigious nature and are peculiar to Islam, such as fman t 
ihsan and lakat have been retained in their Arabic form 
and explanatory notes given to them. In the case of Ha- 
dith, oAen rendered by Orientalists as Tradition, it was de- 
cided to retain the Arabic word. As it occurs throughout 
the work it has not been supplied with the distinguishang 
marks required by the rules of transliteration and we have 
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simply spdt it 'Hadith*. Purthcrmore, thc word has bcen 
treated as a collective noun. 

On the question of whether to translate Attah as God or 
retain the word in its Arabic form t we decided on the 
word Atlah because it is in general use amongst Muslims, 
whether or not they are speaking Arabic. Were it not for 
this consideration the word Attah woutd have been ren- 
dered as God . 

4. ) Proper names and words retained in Arabic have been 
transliterated in accordance with the usual method fol- 
lowed by scholars of Arabic, except of course with words 
such as Caliph which have become part of the English lan- 
guage. 

5. ) The notes have been kept to a minimum, being sup- 
plied only when it was necessary to a proper understand- 
ing of the English translation, to explain some term, to 
provide background information, or to point out where the 
translators have departed in small measure from the Ara- 
bic text 

6. ) It wili be seen that each Hadith consists of two parts: 
a.) the sanad. or chain of authorities, through which the 
Hadith was transmitted and which an-NawawT gives in a 
much abbreviated form, and b.) the matn T or text of the 
Hadith. Pinally, the compiler indicates the original collec- 
tion or collections from which he has taken the Hadith. 

In conclusion, it is hoped that this small book may 
contribute to an understanding of Hadith and that it will 
encourage English tanguage readers to extend their know- 
ledge of this literature. 
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In thc namc of Allah the MercilUI 
the Compassionate 

“And lake that which thc Mcssengcr has hrought you *. 

’*Holy Qjir’ 5n“ 


TRANSLATION OF IMAM 
AN-NAWAWl‘S INTRODUOriON 

Praise be to Allah, Lord of the worlds, Etemal 
Guardian of thc hcavens and the earths, Disposer of all 
created beings, Despatcher of Messengers (may the 
blessings and peace of Allah be upon them all) [ who 
were scnt] to those they have been entrusted to guide 
and to reveal the religious laws to, with posidve signs 
and clear-cut proo£s. I praise Him fbr His favours 
and ask Him to increase His grace and genenosity. I 
bear witness that thcre k no god but Allah alone, Hc 
having no associate, the One, the Subduer, the Generous, 
the Pardoner, and I bear witness that our Master 
Muhammad is His Servant and His Messenger, His 
dear one and His be!oved, the best of created beings, 
who was honoured with the precious Qur’an, the endur- 
ing miracle through the passing of the years, and with 
the sunnas that enlighten spiritual guides; our Master 
Muhammad, singled out ior pithiness of speech and 
toierance in religion (may the blessings and peace of 
Allah be upon him, upon the rest of the Prophets and 
Messengers, and upon all their iamilies and upon the 
rest ofgodiy persons). 

To proceed: It has been transmitted to us on the 
auihority of 4 Al! ibn Abl Talib, ‘Abdullah ibn Mas 4 ud, 
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Mu‘adh ibn Jabal, Abu ’d-Dard5’, Ibn ‘Umar, Ibn 
‘Abbas, Anas ibn Malik, Abu Huraira and Abu Sa‘Td 
al-Khudn, (may Allah be pleased with them), through 
many chains of authorities and in various versions, 
that the Messengcr of Allah (may the blessings and 
peace of Allah be upon him) said: l Whosoever memo- 
rises and preserves tor my People forty Hadith reiating 
to their religion, Allah wiil resurrect him on the Day 
of Judgment in the company of jurists and religious 
scholars’. In another version itreads: ‘Allah will resunrect 
him a$ a jurist and religious schoiar’. In the version 
of Abu ’d Darda’ it reads: ‘On the Day of Judgment 
I shall be an intercessor and a witness for him/ ln the 
version of Ibn Mas‘ud it reads: ‘It will be said to him: 
Enter by whichever of the doors of Paradise you wish*. 
In the version of Ibn ‘Umar it reads: ‘He wiU be written 
down in the company of the reiigious scholars and will 
be resurrected in the company of the martyrs*. Scholars 
of Hadith are agreed that it is a weak Hadith despite 
it$ many lines of transmission. 

The religious scholars (may Ailah be pleased with 
them) have composed innumerabie works in this field. 
The first one I knew of who dkl so was ‘Abdullah 
itwi al-Mubarak, followed by Ibn Aslam apTusI, the 
godly scholar, then aJ-Hasan ibn Sufyan an-Nasat, 
Abu Bakr al-AjunT, Abu Bakr Muhammad ibn Ibrahlm 
al-A$f iharii, ad-DaraqutriI, al-HSkim, AbuNu‘atm,Abu 
f Abd ar-Rahman as-Sulaml, Abu Sa^td al-MailnT, Abu 
'Uthman a§-Saburii. ‘Abdultah ibn Muhammad al- 
Angari, Abu Bakr al-BaihaqT, and countless others, 
both ancient and modem. 

I have asked Allah Almighty for guidance in bring- 
ing together forty Hadith in emulation of those eminent 

-p, 
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religious leaders and guardians of Islam. Religious 
scholars are agreed it is pemiissible to put into practicc 
a weak Hadith if virtuous deeds are concemed; despite 
this, ( do not rely on this Hadith but on his having m i d 
(may the blcssings and peace of Allah be upon him) the 
f following] sound Hadith: ‘Let him who was a witness 
among you inform him who was absent’, and on 
his having said (may the blessings and peace of Allah 
be upon him): ‘May Allah make radiant [the face 
of] someone who has heard what I have said, has 
ieamt it by heart and has transmitted it as he heard 
it.’ Purthermore, there were some religious scholars 
who brought together forty Hadith on the basic rules 
of religion, on subsidiary matters, or on jikad, while 
others did so on asceticism, on ruies of conduct or 
on sermons. All these are godly aims-may AJlah be 
pieased with those who pursued them. I, however, con- 
sidered it best tobring togetherfbrty Hadith more import- 
ant than aU of these, being tbrty Hadith which would 
incorporate all of th«e, each Hadith being one of the 
great precepts of religion, described by reiigious 
schokrs as being ‘the axis of Islam' or ‘the hali of Islam’ 
or ‘the third of it’, or the like, and to make it a rule that 
these forty Hadith be [classiiied as] sound and that the 
majority of them be in the §al)Th$ of al-Bukhari and 
Musiim. I give them without the chains ofauthorities so 
as to make lt easier to memorise them and to make them 
of wider benefi t, if Allah Almighty wilis, and I append 
to them a section explaining abstruse e^pressions 1 . 

Every person wishing to attain the Hereaftcr should 
know these Hadith because of the important matters 

t. Thc translation has bcen limitcd to thc tcxt and does noi 

includc an-NawawT’s commom. 
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they contain and the dircctions they give in respect oi 
all forms of obcdience, this being obvious to anyone 
who has rcAected upon it. On Allah do I rely and dcpend, 
and to Him do I entrust myself; to Him be praise and 
grace, and with Him is success and immunity [ to error ]. 

* * * 


24 




d* a* oL*il j* cJLiil tl 

4 J , 4 y JJ jAli? JJJ^ y 4 OlpliaJl ^ t>^“ 


* * « 


25 




HADITH 1 


On the authority oi thc Commander ot the Paithhil 1 , 
Abu Haf$ ‘Umar ibn al-Kha|tab 2 (may Allah bc plcascd 
with him), who said; I heard the Messenger of AHah 
(the blessings and peace of Allah be upon him) say: 

Actions are but by intention and 
every man shall have but that which 
he intended. Thus he whose migration 3 
was for Allah and His Messenger, his 
migration was for Allah and His 
Messenger, and he whose migration was 
to achieve some worldly benefit or to 
take some woman in marriage, his 
migradon was fbr that for which he 
migrated. 

It was related by the two Imams of thc sdiolare ol 
Hadith, Abu 4 Abdullah Mubammad tbn Isma il ibn 
Ibrahlm ibn al-Mughira ibn Bardizbah al-Bukhan 
and Abu H-Husain Muslim ibn al- Hajjaj ibn Muslim 
al-Qushairf an-Naisaburt, in their two $alpbs, which 
are the soundest of ihe compiled books 4 * 


i» Titlc Kivrn lo thc Caliphs, 

2, Thesecond Caliph in Ulam. 

3, This is a relĕrence 10 rdigious migration, in panicular to ihai 
1'rom Mecca to Medina. 

4, i.c. collections of Hadith. 
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HADITH 2 


Also on the authority oT ‘Umar 1 2 (may AHah be 
pleascd with him), who said: 

One day while we were sitting 
with the Messenger of Allah (may the 
blessings and peace of Allah be upon 
him) there appeared before us a man 
whose clothes were exceedingiy white 
and whose hair was exceedingly black; 
no signs of joumeying were to be seen 
on him and none of us knew him. He 
walked up and sat down by the Prophet 
(may the blessings and peace of Allah 
be upon him j, Resting his knees against 
his and placing the palms of his hands 
on his thighs, he said: O Muhammad, 
tell me about Islam. The Messenger 
of Aliah (may the blessings and peace 
of Allah be upon him) said: Islam is 
to testify that there is no god but Allah 
and Muhammad is the Messenger of 
Allah, to pertorm the prayers, to pay 
the iakafi, to fast in Ramacjan, and to 
make the pilgrimage to the House 3 if 


1. i.t. ‘Umar ibn ai-KhatiSb, thesecond Caiiph. 

2. Often rendered a$ “alms-tax* , or “poor-due", it is a tax levicd 
on a man*s weaith and ciistributed among tht poor, 

3. The Ka'ba and Holy Mosque in Mecca. 
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you are able to do so. He said: You have 
spoken rightly, and we were amazed 
at him asking him and saying that he 
had spoken rightly. He said: Then 
tell me about lmarfi . He said: It is to 
believe in Allah, His angels, His books, 
His messengers, and the Last Day, 
and to believe in divine destiny, both 
the good and the evil thereoC He said: 
You have spoken rightly. He said: 

Then tell me about ihsan b * He said: 

■ 

It is to worship Allah as though you 
are seeing Him, and while you see Him 
not yet truly He sees you. He said: 
Then tell me about the Hour 4 5 6 . He 
said: The one questioned about it 
knows no better than the questioner. 
He said: Then tell me about its signs. 
He said: That the slave-girl will give 


4. Iman is gmciaUy rendered as “religious belieT' or 
Hnwc\'cr, bdng a fundammtal term in Islam, thc Arabic word 
has been retained. 

5. In this context the word has a special religious signif- 

icance and any single rendering of i* would be inadcquate. 
Dictionary meanings For tf}s2n include “right action**, “good- 
ness**, '*charity" , ■‘sincerity**, and the like. *I*he root also means 
“to master or bc proGcient at" and it is to be found in this mean- 
ing in Hadith 17 of the present collection. 

6. i.e. ofthe Day of Judgmem. 
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birth to her mistress 7 and that you will 
see the bareiooted, naked, destitute 
herdsmen competing in constructing 
lofty buildings. Then he took himself 
off and I stayed for a time. Then he 
said: O ‘Umar, do you know who the 
questioner was? I said: Allah and His 
Messenger know best. He said: It was 
Gabriel, who came to you to teach you 
your religion. 

It was relatrtl bv Muslim. 


7. This phrase is capabie of more than one imerprctation. Among 
those given by an-NawaW! in his commentary is that slave-girls 
will give birth to sons artd daoghters who will become free and so 
be the masters of those who bore them. The word ama, normatly 
translatcd "slave-girl'\ is also capable of meaning any woman in 
that we are all slaves or servants of God. The words are thus 
capable of bearing thc meaning: "When a woman will give 
birth to hcr master” i.e. a time wili come whcn chitdren will 
have $0 iittle respect for their mothers that they will treat them 
iike srrvants. 

The commentators point out that here the word tsbba (mlstress) 
includes the masculine rabb (master). 
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HADITH 3 


On the authority of Abu ‘Abd ar-Rahnr»Sii 
4 Abdullah, the son of‘Umar ibn al-Khajj5b (may Allah 
be pleased with thon both), who said; I heaid the 
Messenger of AUah (may the blessings and peace of 
Allah be upon him) say: 

Islam has been built on five 
[pillars] 1 * : testifying that there is no 
god but Allah and that Muhammad 
is the Messenger of Allah, performing 
the prayers, paying the lakaP, making 
the pilgrimage to the House 3 , and 
fasting in RamacJSn, 


it was rclautl by al-Bukhan aml Muslini- 


i. The word ''pillars'* does not apprar in ihe Arabic but has Urn 
stipplicd Ibr clariiy of meaning. Pillars i aiknrt/ i< thr grnrrally 
arceptcd lcrin in this contCKt. 

a. Scc Note 2 10 Hadith a. 

3. Scc Noic 310 Hadith j. 
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HADITH 4 


On thc audhority of Abu 'Abd ar-Rabman 
'Abdullah ibn Mas'ud (may Allah be pleascd with him), 
who said: The Messenger of Aliah (may the blessings and 
}X’aaM>f AHali tijx>n him) aiKl he is ihe iruthhil, the 
believecl, narrated to us; 

Verily the creation ot each one 
ol you is brought togetherinhis mother’s 
belly fbr forty days in the form of seed, 
then he is a clot of blood for a like 
period, then a morsel of Hesh for a 
iike period, then there is sent to him 
the angel who blows the breath of life 
into him and who is commanded about 
four matters 1 : to write down his means 
oflivelihood 2 , his life span, his actions, 
and whether happy or unhappy. By 
Allah, other than Whom there is no 
god, verily one of you behaves like the 
peopie of Paradise until there is but 
an amTs length between him and it, 
and that which has been written over- 
takes him and so he behaves like the 
people of Hell-fire and thus he enters 
it; and one of you behaves like the 
people of Hell-fire until there is but 

i. Lit. "wonds”. 

•jt. ITk* Arabic wc>rd rtzq also possesses such shadcs oi incaning as 
"daily bread", "fortune", "lot in life‘\ “sustenance provided 
by Allah", etc. 
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an arm^s length between him and it, 
and that which has been written over- 
takes him and so he behaves like the 
people of Paradise and thus he enters it. 


lt was relatcd by at-Bukharl and Muslim. 

* * * 
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HADITH 5 


On thc authority oi' ihc Mothcr of ilicFaithful l , 

_ / i 

Umm 'Abdullah k A’isha fmay Aliah be ploasal with 
her), who said: l’hc Messcngcr oi Allah (may thc blos- 
sings and }>cacc of Allah be u|xxi him) said: 

He who innovates something in 
this matter of ours that is not of it will 
have it rejected. 

It was related by al-Bukhan and Musiim. In nne 
vcrsion liy Musiiin it rcads: 

He who does an act which our 
matter is not |in agreement] with will 
have it rejected. 


r. A tillc accordi’d loitny < ittlu* Proj>lu*t's wius. 
40 
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HADITH 6 


Oii ihc authoriry of Abu 'AWuHali an-Nu‘man 
ihc son of Baslur (may Allah bc plcascd with thnn i * 
who said: 1 hcand the Mcsscngcr of Allah (may thr 
btcssings and pcacc of Allah bc ujxhi himj say: 

That which is lawful is plain and 
that which is unlawful is plain and 
between the two of them are doubtful 
matters about which not many people 
know. Thus he who avoids doubtful 
matters clean himself in regard to his 
religion and his honour, but he who 
falls into doubtful matters falls into 
that which is unlawTul, like the shepheid 
wlio pasturcs around a sanetuary, 
all but grazing iherein. l ruly ever>' 
king has a sanctuary, and truly Allalrs 
sanctuary is His prohibitions. Truly 
in the body there is a morsel of flesh 
which, if it be whole, al! the body i$ 
whole and which, if it be diseased, all 
of it is diseased. Truly it is the heart. 

ii was relaud by al-BukharTancl Muslim. 


* * * 
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HADITH 7 


On thc authority of Abu Rucjayyy Tamlin ibn 
Aus ad-Dan (may Allah bc pleased with himj that the 
Prophet (may the blessings and peace of Allah bc upon 
himj said: 


Religion is sincerity . 1 We said: To 
whom? He said: To Allah and His 
Book. and His Messenger, and to the 
leaders of the Muslims and their 
comrnon folk. 

h was rt latcd by Muslim. 


'l 

i 


i. Tlie Arabic wnrd na$tya has a variety of mcanings, ihe most 
common bcing “gtjod advicc", which is obviousk imsLiitablc 
in thc coniext. lt also gives the meaning of “doing justice to a 
person or situation", “probity", “integrity", and thelike. 
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HADITH 8 


On ihc authority of the son of ‘Umar* imay Allah 
bc plcascd with thcm both) that thc Mcssengtrr of AHah 
(may the blcssings and pcacc of Allali bc upon hirrn 

said: 


I have been ordered to figbt* 
against people until they tesdiy that 
there is no god but Allah and that 
Mubammad is the Messenger of Aliah 
and until they perfonm the prayers 
and pay the lak&P , and if they do so 
they will have gained protecdon from 
me for their liv«* and property, unless 
[ they do acts that are punishable ] 
in accordance with Islam, and their 
reckoning will be with Allah thc 
Almighty. 

It was relatcd by al-Bukhari and Muslim. 


1. S<*e Noir i to Hadith 2 . 

2 . islam advocatrs that con\crsion bc by conviction, Tlu* Holy 
Qur'fn says: u No compubion in rdigion", and in anothcr 
passagc thc Almighty says: “CaU unto thc way of thy Lord 
with wisdom and fair cxhortation, and rcason with them in 
thc bcttcr way”. Thc waging of war ia enjotned against certain 
catcgories of persons such as thosc who attack a Muslim country, 
those who prevent the preaching and spread of Islam by peaceful 
means, and apostates. 

3. Scc Note 2 to Hadith 2. 

4. Lii. "thcirblood”. 
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HADITH 9 


()n ihr anthoriiy of Ahu Huraim Abd ar-Rabman 
ibn J>akhr iniay Ailali lyc plcasrrl witli him . wlm siiid: 
I hrard thr Mrsscnger of Allali hnay thc hlcssings antl 
|x-;ue ot Allah be tij>on hiinj say: 

What I have forbidden to you, 
avoid; what I have ordcred you| to do |, 
do as much of it as you can. It was oniy 
their excessive questioning and their 
disagreeing with their Prophets that 
destroyed those who were before you, 

lt was lriatrd by al-BukharT and Muslim. 


* * * 
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HADITH 10 


On thc authoriiy of Abu Humira (may Allah bc 
pleascd witli him), who said: Thc Mcsscuger of Allah 
nnay thc blessings and pcacc of Aliah lxr u|x«i him 
said: 


Allah the Almighty is good and 
accepts only that which is good. Allah 
has commanded the Faithful to do that 
which he commanded the Messcngcrs, 
and the Almighty has said: ye 

Messengers ! Eat of the good 
thangs, and do ri^it. w ] And Allah 
the Almighty has said: “O ye who 
believe! Eat of the good things 
wherewith We have provided 
yoiL % Then he mentioned [ the case of] 
a man who, having joumeyed far, is 
dishevelled and dusty and who spreads 
out his hands to the sky [saying]: 
O Lord! O Lord! - while his food 
is unlawful, his drink unlawful, his 
clothing unlawful, and he is nourished 
unlawfully, so how can he be answered! 

ll was reiatcd bv Mtislim. 

« 


1, Qur'Sn:vei^ 5 i,chapier 23 , 

2. Qur’5n: vcrs 1 172, chapter 2. 
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HADITH 11 

4 


On thc authority of Abu Muhammad aM^asan 
the son of ‘AI ibn AbT TSlib, thc grandsan of thc 
Messenger oTAUah (may the blessings and peace of Allah 
bc upon himj and the onc much beloved of him 1 (may 
Allah hc plcascd with thcm both), who said: 

I memorised from the Messcnger of Altah (may 
the blessings and peace of Allah be upon him): 

Leave that which makes you doubt 
for that which does not make you doubt. 

It was rclatcd by at-Tirmtdhl and an- Nas£T f , 
at-l imiidlu saying that it was agood and soundHadith. 


* * * 


t, Lit. ‘and hi*fragram tlower’. Thc word naijim wasuscd by chc 
Prophet tn respect ofal-Haan and ai^uain, the aom of’AB 
ibn Abff Xdib t the PropheCs couttn and son*irt-3aiw. 

2 . At-Tirmidhr and an-Naail wcre compilert of two of thc ax 
reeognised coUeetions of Hadith, ihe other comptlen being; 
sl-BokhirT, Muslim, AbO DSwdd t and Ibn Mljah. 
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HADITH 12 


On the authority of Abu Huraira (may Allaii bc 
pleased with him) who said: the Messenger of Allah 
(may the blessings and peace of Allah be upon him) 
said: 


Part of someones being a good 
Muslim is his leaving alone that whieh 
does not concem him. 

A good Hadith whieh wa» rdaitd by ai-Tirmklhl 
and (ithers in this lorm. 


* * ♦ 
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HADITH 13 


On ihc atuhority ol Ahn Hamza Anas ihn Malik 
may Allah hc pleased with himi, thc scryant* of the 
Mcsscngcr ol Allah (may thc hicssings and f)oacc ol' 
Allah lx' u|X)n him), that ihe Prophct unay tlic hlcssings 
and peaec ol Allah lx i upon himi said: 

None of you | truly | belicvcs until 
he wishes for his brother what he wishes 
fbr himself 

It was n kauti by al-Bukhnn and Muslim. 


1 ■ ibnMalik.when slill a youth, was cmployed by thc Prophei 
as a scrvanl and is the authbrity fbr many Hadith. He is often 
rrlcred to as “thc scnant and friend of the MessTOger of Altah" 


56 







J 




1 ? 


r*j ** 'r^* J? • 


9 

A 


: Jli jLj iiil Ji Jjl jp 4 jJLj Ji il Ji 




» 



t -» * 


. ^uji ir/, 

jr 


• • * 


57 




HADITH 14 


Ou tht* authority ot' ibn Mas L ud imay Allah hc 
plrased with him), who said: Thr Mrssrnger oi' Allah 
(may thc blessings and pcacc oi Aliah lx* upon him) 
said: 


The blood of a Muslim mav not 

jp 

be legally spilt other than in one ofthree 

[instances]; the married person who 

commits adultery; a life for a life; and 

onc who for$ake$ his religion and 

abandons the communitv. 

* 


h was rclaicd by al-Bukhan and Muslim. 

* * * 
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HADITH 15 


On the authority of AbCi Huraira (may AllaJi Ijc 
plea$ed widi him), that thc Messengcr of Allah (may 
thc blcssings and peace of Allah bc upon him) said: 


Let him who beiieves in Aliah 
and the Last Day either speak good or 
keep siient, and let him who believe$ 
in Ailah and the Last Day be generous 
to his neighbour, and iet him who 
believes in Ailah and the Last Day be 
generous to his guest. 

Et was rclatcd b\ al-Bukhan and Muslim. 

* 

* ♦ ♦ 
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HADITH 16 


On the authority of AbiT Huraira (may Allah bc 
plcased with him) * who said: 

A man said to the Prophet (may 
the blessings and peace of Allah bc 
upon him) : 

Counsel me. He 1 said: Do not 
become angry 2 , l'he man repeated 
[his request] several times, and he 1 
said: Do not become angry» 

It was related bv ahBukhan. 


1. i.e. thr Prophet. 

2. An-Nawawr, in his commentary, points out that anger is a 
natural human trait and that the Hadith is an exhortadon not 
toact when in a stateofanger. 
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HADITH 17 


On the authoritv of Abu Yala Shaddad ibn Aus 

m 

(may Atlah be pleased with him), that the Messcngcr 
of Ailah (may the blessings and peace of Allah bc u)x>n 
him) said: 

Verily Allah has prescribed 
prohciency 1 in all things, Thus, if you 
kill, kill well; and if you slaughter, 
slaughter well. Let each one of you 
sharpoi his blade and let him spare 
$uffering to the animal he slaughters. 

It was rclated by Muslim. 


i. Scc Note 5 loHadith 2. 
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HADITH 18 


On the authority ofAb£t Dharr Jundub ibn Junada 
and Abu ‘Abd ar-Rabman Mu'adh ibn Jabal (may 
Allah be pleased with them both), that the Messenger 
of Allah (may the biessings and peaee of Ailah be upon 
hirn^ said: 


Fear Allah wherever you are, 
and follow up a bad deed with a good 
one and it wtll wipe it out, and behave 
weU towards people. 


It was reiated by at-Tirmidhl, who said it was a 
good Hadith, and in some copies [of at-TinnidhT*s 
coilection] it was said to be a good and sound Hadith. 


* * * 
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HADITH 19 


On thc authority of Abu ‘AbbSs ‘Abdullah the 
son oi**Abbas (may AUah bc pleased with them both), 
who said: 

One day I wasbehind^the Prophet 
(may the blessings and peace of Allah 
be upon him) and he said to me: 
Young man, I shall teach you some 
words [ of advice ]: Be mindful of Allah, 
and Allah will protect you. Be mindful 
of Allah, and you will fmd Him in frant 
of you. If you ask, ask of AUah; if you 
sedt help, seek help of Allah, Know 
that if the Narion were to gather 
tpgether to benerit you with anything, tt 
would beneht you only with something 
that Allah had already prescribed for 
you, and that if they ^ather together 
to harm you with anythmg, they would 
haim you only with something Allah 
had already prescribed for you. The 
pens have been Ufted and the pages 
have dried . 2 

It was related by at-Tirmidhl, who said it was a 
good and sound Hadith. 

In a version other than that of at-Tirmidhl it reads: 

Be mindful of Allah, you wiU find 

t. i .<*. riding behind him on ihe same mount. 

a. i.e. whathasbcenwritienanddecreedauiiiotbealteitsd. 
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Him before you, Get to know Allah in 
prosperity and He will know you in 
adversity. Know that what has passed 
you by was not going to befall you and 
that what has oefallen you was not 
going to pass you by. And know that 
victory comes with patience, reUef 
with alHiction* and ease with hardship. 


* * * 
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HADITH 20 


On the authority of Abu Mas k ud ‘Uqba ibn ‘Amr 
al-An^an al-BadrT (may Allah be pieased with him)» 
who said: The Messenger of Allah (may the blessings 
and peace of Aliah be upon him 1 said: 

Among the words people obtained 
from the First Prophecy 1 are: If you 
feel no shame, then do as you wish / 2 

It was relatcd by al-Bukhan. 


1, i.e, from those Prophetswho preceded Mtibammad. 

2. I'his Hadith is recognised a a liaving two possibJe interpretatiom: 
a.J that one may safely act according to one*s conscience so long 
as one feels no shame, and b.) that if one is not capable of any 
lecling of shame there is nothing to prevent one from behaving 
asone likes i.e. badlv. 

i 
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HADITH 21 


On the authority of Abd ‘Amr - and he is aiso 
given as Abu ‘Amra - Sufyan ibn 4 AbdulIah (may 
Allah be pJeased with him ), who said: 

I said: O Messenger of Allah, 
tell me something about Islam which I 
can ask of no one but you, He said; Say; 

I believe in Allah — and thereatter 
be upright. 

li wa$ relatcd by Muslim. 
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HADITH 22 


On thc authority of Abu ‘Abdullah Jabir the son 
of ‘Abdullah al-An$an (may AUah bc pleased with 
them both): 


A man asked the Messenger of 
Allah (may the blessings and peace 
of Allah be upon him): Do you think 
that if I perform the obligatory prayers, 
fast in Ramatjan, treat as lawul that 
which is lawful and treat as forbidden 
that which is forbidden, and do nothing 
further, 1 shaU enter Paradise? He 
said: Yes. 


It was rclated by Muslim. 


* ♦ * 
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HADITH 23 


On ihe authority of AbO Malik al-fjlrith ibn ‘Ajim 
al-Ash‘an {may Allah be pleased with him), who said: 
The Messenger of Allah (may the blessings and peace 
of Allah be upon him) said: 

Purity is half of faith. Al-f}mtdu 
liltah [Praise be to Allah] fill$ the 
scales, and SubhSna Htah [How far is 
Allah from every imperiection J and 
Al-lpamdu liltah [Praise be to Allah] 
fill that which is between heaven and 
earth. Prayer is light; charity is a proof; 
patience is illumination; and the 
Qur’5n is an argument for or against 
you. Everyone starts hss day and is a 
vendor of his soul, either freeing it or 
bringing about its ruin. 

It was relatcd by Mustim. 


* • • 
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HADITH 24 


On the authority of Abu Dharr aI-Ghitafi ( may 
Allah be pleased with him) from the Prophet (may 
the blessings and peace of Allah be upon him) is that 
among the sayings he relates from his Lord 1 (may He 
bc glorihed) is that He said: 

O My servams, I have forbidden 
oppression for Myself and have made it 
forbidden amongst you, so do not 
oppress one another. 

O My servants, all of you are 
astray except for those I have guided, 
so seek guidance of Me and I shall guide 
you. O My servants, all of you are 
hungry except for those I have fed, so 
seek food of Me and I shall feed you. O 
My servants, all ofyou are naked except 
fcr those I have clothed, so seek clothing 
of Me and I shall clothe you. O My 
servants, you sin by night and by day, 
and I forgive all sins, so seek forgiveness 
of Me and I shall forgive you. 

O My servants, you will not attain 
harming Me so as to harm Me, and you 
will not attain benehtting Me so as to 
U nefu Me. O My servants, were the 

i. This Ls a tyiditk gudst isacrcd Hadilhj i.c. onc in which ihc 
Frophet rcports whal has bccn revealcd to him by Allah, though 
not neccssarily in His actual words. A hadith qudsi is i n no wav 
rcgardcd as part of thc Holy QurJn. 
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first of you and the last of you, the 
human of you and the jinn of you to be 
as pious as the most pious heart of any 
one man ofyou, that would not increase 
My kingdom in anything, O My ser- 
vants, were the first of you and the 
last of you, the human of you and the 
jinn of you to be as wicked as the most 

wicked heart of any one man of you, 
that would not decrease My kingdom 
in anything. O My servants, were the 
first of you and the last of you, the 
human of you and the jinn of you to 
rise up in one place and make a request 
of Me, and were I to give everyone 
what he requested, that would not 
decrease what I have, any more than 
a needle decreases the sea if put into it. 2 3 

O My servants, it is but your deeds 
that I reckon up for you and then 
recompense you for, so let him who 
finds good 3 praise Allah and let him 
who finds other than that blame no 
one but himselfi 

It was related by Muslim. 


2. This rcicrs to the minute amount ot‘watcr adhering to a needle 
if dipped into the sea and withdrawn. 

3. i.e. in the Hereafter. 
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HADITH 25 


AIso on the authority of Abu Dharr (may Allah be 

pleased with him): 

Some of the Companions 1 of the 
Messenger of Allah (may the blessings 
and peace of Allah be upon him) saM 
to the Prophet (may the blessings and 
peace of Allah be upon him): O 
Messenger of Allah, the affluent have 
made off with the rewards: they pray 
as we pray, they fest as we fast, and they 
give away in charity the superAuity 
of their wealth* 

He said: Has not Allah made 
things for you to give away in charity? 
Truly every tasSi^a 2 3 4 is a charity, every 
takblra? is a charity, every taJpmdd* is a 
charity, and every tahliUP is a charity; 
to enjoin a good action is a charity, to 
forbid an evil action is a charity, and 
in the sexual act of each of you there 
is a charity. 

They said: O Mes&enger of Allah, 
when one of us tulhls his sexual desire 

*' Arabic word (pl. or > is giwn lo a 

pcrson whomci ih< v Prophct, bclicvcd in him, and died a Mudim. 
To say Subfama 'ti&h iHow lar ts Allah from every imperCectton). 

3. To my AttShuakbar {AJlah U most greai). 

4, To«iy Atymrtdn iittilh tPraise br to Allah). 

5- To say L& 1 Hha UM *Uah ^Hiere is nngnct but Allah). 
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wiU he have some reward for that? He 
said: Do you [not] think that were he 
to act upon it unlawfully he would be 
sinning? Likewise, if he has acted upon 
it lawfully he will have a reward. 

It was related by Muslim. 

♦ * * 
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HADITH 26 


On the authority of Abu Huraira (may Allah be 
pleased with him), who said: The Messenger of Allah 
(may the blessings and peace of Allah be upon him) 
said: 


Each person*s every joint must 
perform a charity every day the sun 
comes up: to act justly between two 
people is a charity; to help a man with 
his mount, lifting him onto it or hoisting 
up his belongings onto it is a charity; 
a good word is a charity; every step 
you take to prayers 1 is a charity; and 
removing a harmful thing from the 
road is a charity. 

It was related bv al-Bukhari and Muslim. 

#■ 


i. i.c. on yourway tothemosquc. 
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HADITH 27 


On the authority of an-Nawwas ibn Sam*an (may 
Allah be pleased with him) that the Prophet (may 
the blessings and peace of Allah be upon him) said: 

Righteousness is good morality, 
and wrongdoing is that which wavers 
in your soul and which you dislike 
people finding out about. 

It was related bv Muslim. 

* 

On the authority of Wabi^a ibn Ma‘bad (may 
Allah be pleased with him) t who said: 

I came to the Messenger of Allah 
(may the blessings and peace of Allah 
be upon him) and he said: You have 
come to ask about righteousness? I 
said: Yes. He said: Consult your 
heart Righteousness is that about 
which the soul feels tranquil and the 
heart feek tranquil, and wmngdoing 
is that which wavers in the soul and 
moves to and fro in the breast even 
though people again and again have 
given you their legal opinion [in its 
favour] 


i. Thc compiler placed ihese two Hadith togrthrr prol>al)ly 
because of the similarity of subject matter and phmsing. 
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A good Hadith which we have transmitted 
from the two Musnads 3 of the two Imams, Aljmad 
ibn Hanbal and ad-Dariml, with a good chain of 
authorities. 


•2, Collections ot Hadith arranged m>t in accordance witb subject 
matter but under the name ot* the person who transmitted thcm 
fn>m the ProphcL 
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HADITH 28 


On thc authority of Abd Najih al-^lrtej ibn SSnya 
(nrray Allah be pleased with him), who said: 

The Messenger of Allah (may the 
blessings and peace of Allah be upon 
him) gave tts a sermon by which our 
hearts were filied with iear and tears 
came to our eyes. We said: O Messenger 
of Allah, it is as though this is a fareweil 
sermon, so counsd us. He said: I 
counsel you to fear Allah (may He be 
glorified) and togiveabsoluteobedience 
even if a slave becomes your leader. 
Verily he among you who lives [ long] 
will see great controversy, so you 
must keep to my stmm 1 and to the 
suma of the rightly-guided Rashidite 
Caliphs 2 — cling to them stubbornly 3 . 
Beware of newly invented matters, for 
every invented matter is an innovation 
and every innovation is a going astray 


i. Thc Qriginal mcaning of ihe word u “way” or **palh to be 

foIlowcd'‘ t but it is uscd as a technieal tcrm for those woids» 
actiom and sancdom of thc Prophct that wcrc rcported and 
have comc down to us, 

3. Thc cxpre3sion al-KhuIaJS’ ar-RashidSm is generaliy tramlatcd 
‘Orthodox Caiiphs’ but thc connotaKons of the word ‘orthodox 
rcndcr it unsuitablc. Al-Khulajti’ ar-R2s h uSin is the title givcn 
tii thc first four Caliphs in Istam. 

3. Lit. “dcnch your tccth on thcm”. 
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and every going astray is in Hell-fire, 

It was related by Abu Dawud and at-TirmidhT, 
who said that it was a good and sound Hadith. 


* * * 
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HADITH 29 


On the authority of Mu'adh ibn Jabal (may Allah 
be pleased with him)»who said: 

I said: O Messenger of Allah, teil 
me of an act which will take me into 
Paradise and will keep me away from 
Helhhre. He said: You have asked me 

about a major matter, yet it is easy for 
him for whom Allah Almighty makes 
it easy. You should worship AHah, 
associating nothing with Him; you 
should perform the prayers; you should 
pay the zakat l \ you should iast in 
Ramacjan; and you should make the 
pilgrimage to the House 2 . Then he said: 
Shall I not show you the gates of good- 
ness? Fasdng [ which] isashield jcharity 
[ which ] extinguishes sin as water 
extinguishes fire; and the praying of 
a man in the depths of night. Then he 
recited: w Who torsaketheir beds to 
cry unto thdr Lord m fear asid 
hope, and spend of that We have 
bestowedonthena.Nosoulknoweth 
what Is kept hid for them of joy, 
as a reward fbr what they used to 


1. Scc Notc 2 to Hadith 2. 

2. Scc Notc 3 to Hadith 2. 
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do 3 4 * Then he said: ShaU I not tell vou 
of the peak of the matter, its piflar, 
and its topmost part? I said: Yes, O 
Messenger of Allah. He said: The 
peak of the matter is Islam; the pillar 
is prayer; and its topmost part is jikad*, 
Then he said: Shall I not tell you of the 
controlling of all that? I said: Yes, O 
Messenger of Allah, and he took hold 
of his tongue and said: Restrain this. 

I said: O Prophet of Allah, wil) what 
we say be held against us? He said: 

May your mother be bereaved of you, 
Mu‘adh! Is there anything that topples 
people on their faces-or he said on their 
noses-into Hell-fire other than the 
harvests of their tongues? 

It was rclated by at-Tirmidhi, who said it was a 
good and sound Hadith. 


3. Qur*&n: vcrsc 16, chapter 32. In the original Arabic, as is 
oftcn the practice with a long quotation from the Qur*an, 
only the initiai words and the final word or words are 
given. 

4. Though the Arabic jihdd is generally rendered "holy war”, 
its meaning is wider than this and includes any cffort 
madc in hirtherance of thc cause of lslam; it has therefore 
been decided to retain thc Arabic word. 
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HADITH 30 


On the authority of Abu Thaiaba ai-Khushanl 
Jurthum ibn Nashir (may AJlah be pleased with him) 
that the Messenger of Altah (may the blessings and 
peace of AHah be upon him) said: 

Allah the Almighty has laid down 
religious duties, so do not neglect them; 

He has set boundaries, so do not over- 
step them; He has prohibited some 
things, so do not violate them; about 
some things He was silent~out of com- 
passion for you, not forgetfulness-, so 
seek not after them. 

A good Hadith related by ad-DaraqutnT and others. 


* * * 
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HADITH 31 


On ihe authority of AbiJ ’l-‘Abba& Sahl ibn Sa‘d 
as-Sa‘idi (may Allah be pleased with him}, who said: 


A man came to the Prophet(may 
the blessings and peace of Allah be 
upon him) and said: O Mcssenger 
of Allah, direct me to an act which, 
if I do it, [will cause] Allah to love me 
and people to love mc He said: 
Renounce the world and Allah wiH 
love you, and renounce what people 
possess and people will Iove you. 


A good Hadith related by Ibn Majah and others 
with good chains ofauthorities. 

* * * 
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HADITH 32 


On the authority of Abu Sald Sa‘d ibn Maiik ibn 
Sinan al-Khudn (may Allah be pleased with him) thc 
Messenger of Allah (may the blessings and peace ot 
Ailah be upon him) said: 

There should be neither harming 
nor reciprocating harm. 


A good Hadith related by Ibn Majah, ad-DaraqutnT 
and otliers and ranked as musnad 1 2 3 . It was also related 
bv Maiik in al-Muwatta as mursaP with a chain of 

t ■ - 

authonties from ‘Amr ibn Yaljya, from his father, irotn 
the Prophet (may the blessings and peace of Ailah be 
upon him), but leaving out Abu Sa‘Td, and he has other 
chains of authorities that support one another. 


1. A musnad Hadith is one wiih a complete chain of authonties 
Crom the narrator to the Prophct himseli. 

2. A classic work on Hadith and jurispnjdence by Anas ibn Malik 
(died 179 A.H.). SeeNote i to Hadith 13. 

3. A Hadith tiiat is described as mursat is one where the chain of 
authorities ends with the Follower and does not givc the name 
of the Companion who lies, in the chain, between the Pollower 
and thc Prophet himself. I he authenticity of a mursai Hadith it 
strengthcned if supported by another mursal Hadith w r ith a 
difTerenl chain ofauthoritics. 

A Companion, as has been explained in the note 10 Hadith 25. 
is a Muslim who had met the Prophet; a Pollower (tabi '1 pi. 
tabj'un} is a Muslim who had met a Companion. 


106 











* & j> j* 

rjr^t^iiju^p/u' 


•«'jO*Vj>*. 

‘ ^ ^'/JO Ji ir/j 4 Vi 

jj* J* i^i jji ■>/** ^ ^ ^ 1 * »*JJJ 

i^f f -• fr 


'j'> iJj. x> ii itu 4 ii ji 


♦ <- 


* * * 


107 




HADITH 33 


On the authority of the son of ‘Abb& (may Aliah 
be pleased with them both) that the Messenger of Ailah 
(may the blcssings and peace of AUah be upon him) said: 

Were people to be given in accord- 
ance with their claim, men would 
claim the fortunes and liyes 1 of [other] 
people, but the onus of proof is on the 
claimant and the taking of an oath is 
incumbent upon him who denies. 

A good Hadith related by al-Baihaqt and others 
in this form, and part of it is in the two SahTbs 2 , 


i. Lit/*blood'\ 

■2. i.c. thccollcctionsoFal-Bukh 5 rT and Muslim, 
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HADITH 34 


Or» the authonty oC AbtJ S&Td al-KhudrT (may 
Allah be pieased with him), who said: I heaid the 
Mcsscnger of Allah (may the blessings and peace of Allah 
bc upon him) say: 


Whosoever of you sees an evil 
action, let hiiti change it with his hand; 
and ifhe is not able to do so, then with 
his tongue; and if he is not able to do 
so, then with his heart-and that is the 
weakest offaith, 

It was related by Muslim. 


• * • 
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HADITH 35 


On the authority ot’ Abu Huraira (may Aliah be 
pleased with him), who said: the Messenger of Allah 
i may the blessings and peacc of Aliah be upon him) 
said: 


Do not enw one another; do not 
inflate prices one to another; do not 
hate one another; do not tum away 
from one another; and do no undercut 
one another, but be you, O servants of 
Allah, brothers. A Muslim is the brother 
of a Muslim: he neither oppresses him 
nor does he fail him, he neither lies to 
hitn nor does he hold him in contempt. 
Piety is right hcrc - and he pointed to 
his breast three times. It is evil enough 
for a man to hold his brother Muslim 
in contempt. The whole of a Muslim 
for another Muslim is inviolable: his 
blood, his property, and his honour. 

It was related by Muslim. 


* * * 
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HAPITH 36 


On the authority of Abd Huraira (may AUah bc 
pleased with him) that the Prophct (may the blessings 
and peace of Allah be upon him) said: 

Whosoever removes a worldly grief 
from a believer, Allah will remove 
from him one of the griels of the Day of 
Judgment. Whosoever alleviate [ the 
lot oh a needy person, Allah will allev* 
iate [his lot] m this workl~and the 
next. Whosoever shields a Muslim, 
Allah will shield him in this world 
and the next. Allah will akl a senant 
[ of His ] so long as the servant aids his 
brother. Whosoever follows a path to 
seek knowledge therein, Allah will 
make easy for him a path to Paradise. 

No people gather together in one of 
the nouses of Allah, reciting the Book 
of Aliah and studying it among them- 
selves, without tranquillity descending 
upon them, mercy enveloping them, 
the angels surrounding them, and Allah 
making mention of them amongst those 
who are with Him. Who$oever is slowed 
down 1 by his actions will not be 
hastened forward by his lineage. 

It was rdated by Muslim in thcsc words. 

l. i.«. on Kit to Pandiir. 
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HADITH 37 


On the authority of the son of *Abb5s (may Allah bc 
pleased with them both), from the Messcnger of Allah 
(may the blessings and peace of Allah be upon him j, is 
that among the sayings he relatcs from his Lord (glorified 
and cxalted be He) is that He said: 

AJlah has written down the good 
deeds and the bad ones. Then He 
explained it [by saying that] he who 
has intended a good deed and has not 
done it, AHah writes it down with 
Himself as a full good deed, but if he 
has intended it and has done it, Allah 
writes it down with Himself as from 
ten good deeds to seven hundred times, 
or many times over. But ifhe has intend- 
ed a bad deed and has not done it, 
Allah writes it down with Himself as a 
fuU good deed, but if he has intendcd 
it and has done it, Allah writes it down 
as one bad deed. 

It was related by al43ukhfif and Mialam m their 
two Saljiths in ihese words. 

* * * 
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HADITH 38 


On the authority of Abu Huraira (may Allah be 
pleased with him)> who said: the Messenger of Allah 
(may the blessings and peace of Allah be upon him) 
said: 


Allah the Almighty has said: Who 
soever shows enmity to a friend of 
Mine, I shall be at war with him. My 
servant does not draw near to Me with 
anything more loved by Me than the 
religious duties I have imposeri upon 
him, and My servant continues to 
draw near to Me with supererogatory 
works so that I shall love him. When I 
love him I am his hearing with which 
he hears, his seeing with which he sees, 
his hand with which he strikes, and 
his foot with which he walks. Were he 
to ask [something] of Me, I would surely 
give it to him; and were he to ask Me 
lor refuge, I would surely grant him it. 

It was rciated by al-Bukhan. 


* • * 
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HADITH 39 


On thc authority of the son of ‘Ahbas (may Allah 
be plea^ed with them both) thai the Messcnger of Aliah 
(may the blessings and pcacc of Allah be u|x»n him) 
said: 


Allah has pardoned for me my 
people for [their] mistakes and [thcir] 
forgetfulncss and for what they have 
donc under duress. 

A good Hadith related by Ibn Majah, ai-BaihaqT. 
and others. 


* * * 
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HADITH 40 


On ihc authoriry nf the son of 'Umar 1 (may Allah 
be pleased with them both), who said: 

The Messenger of Allah (may the 
blessings and peace of Allah be upon 
him) took me by the shoulder and 
said: 


Be in the world as though you 
were a stranger or a wayfarer. 

The son of ‘Umar 1 (may Allah be pleased with 
them both) used to say: 

At evening do not expect [ to live 
till] moming, and at moming do not 
expect [ to live till] evening. Take from 
your health for your illness and from 
your life for your death 2 . 

It was related by al-Bukhari. 


1 . Scc Noie i to Hadith 2 . 

2 . i.e. while you are in good health you are able to pcriorm your 
rcligious dudes and should therciorc take advantagc of this 
fact. The lamc applics to thc state of bcing alive. 
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HADITH 41 


On the authority o£ Abu Muhammad ‘Abdulhili 
the son of ‘Amr ibn al- k A$ (may Allah bc. pleased with 
them both), who said: Tlie Messenger of Allah iinay 
ihe blcssings and peace of Allah be upon himj said: 

None of you [truly] believes until 
his inclination is in accordance with 
what I have brought. 

A good and sound Hadith which we have trans- 
mitted from Kitab al-Hujja 1 2 with a sound chain of auth- 
orities ? . 


1. The titJc of a book hy Abu ']-Qasim [smaTil ibn Muljammad 
ai-A§fahari! (died 535 A.H.}* 

2. I'he compiler has aJlowed himself to add two Turthcr Hadiih 
to thc recognised number of forty, although the titie of thc work 
remains ‘*An-Nawawi *s Forty'\ 
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HADITH 42 


tk 


On the authority of Anas (may Allah be pleased 
with him), who said: I heard the Messenger of Allah 
(may the hlessings and peace of Allah be upon him) say: 


Allah the Almighty has said: O 
son of Adam, so long as you call upon 
Me and ask of Me, I shaJl fbrgive you 
for what you have done, and I shall 
not mind. O son of Adam, were your 
sins to reach the clouds of the sky and 
were you then to ask forgiveness of Me, 
I would forgive you. O son of Adam, 
were you to come to Me with sins 
nearly as great as the earth and were 
you then to face Me, ascribing no 
partner to Me, I would bring you 
forgiveness nearly as great as it l . 


It was related by at-Tirmidhr, who said that it was 
a good and sound Hadith, 


i. i.e. as thc earth, meaning that Allah wiil give forgiveness in like 
measure to a man’s sins. 
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